
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The topic is what a selection is about.  The 
main idea is the MOST important idea about 

the topic. 
 

The main idea is the MAIN reason the story 
was written. 

 
Ask yourself “What is the story MOSTLY 

about?” 
 

The details are the small pieces of informa-
tion that tell more about the main idea. 


