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When a single vowel is followed by the letter r it has a sound that is neither short or long but r-controlled.
When the letter i is followed by r it makes the sound /ir/.

                                   Examples:

          dirt                     skirt                   birth    

When the letter u is followed by r it makes the sound /ir/.

                                    Examples:

           turn          nurse        turtle          curl

When the letter e is followed by r it makes the sound /ir/.

                                   Examples:

           her                  serve                   person
